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Freight haulers line up outside new, larger loading dock at Salida cold storage unit.

© n Target In Salida

New cold storage complex opens on time, on budget

Story and photos by Gray Allen

Blue
broke ground for its

hen Diamond

big, new cold storage/

distribution center in
Salida last September, the plan was to
move in by May 1, 2007. While major
construction projects typically over-
shoot their targets, this one wrapped
up earlier than expected. “We began
moving product in on April 15,” says
Darrell Nelson, Director, Engineer-
mg.

Nelson credits the timely opening to
the good work of The Facility Group,
a leading engineering and construc-
tion management firm hired by Blue
Diamond to oversee the project. They
kept things humming along on sched-
ule while controlling costs, he said.
Nelson also credits Stanislaus County
building department officials with ef-
ficiently moving the project through
the approval process and “being very
helpful™ at every stage.

More Capacity
With over an acre and a half of
floor space under roof, the new facil-

ity anticipates continued growth in
crop sizes. Blue Diamond CEO Doug
Youngdahl said at the groundbreak-
ing last September, “By the end of this
decade, we anticipate a 30-percent in-
crease in bearing acres and a 50-per-
cent increase in production. This facil-

ity will help us prepare for the larger

crops to come.”

Nelson points out that the new fa-
cility design anticipates such growth
by including features
that allow for easy

expansion.

Innovative and
Practical

Engineered to be
state-of-the-art, the
new facility is both
innovative and prac-
“We
many new features
but didn’t overbuild
it,” says Nelson. “It’s

tical. included

a good blend of new
technology and cost-
effectiveness.”

Kim Kennedy, General Manager,
Industrial Sales and Operations, put
it this way, “This distribution center
has the capabilities and features to
provide the best in worker and food
safety, energy efficiency and climate
control. It positions us for high-speci-
fication customers and their demand-
ing requirements.”

Trucks can now be loaded in a covered, all-weather loading area.
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More Efficient

Two cold-storage
rooms can store up to
20 million pounds of al-
monds either as finished
goods in 50-pound cas-
es or work-in-progress
product in 2000-pound
cardboard bins. The
finished goods can be
shipped directly to cus-
tomers from the Salida
facility. The 2000-pound
bins can be shipped di-
rectly to customers or
be transferred to Sacra-
mento for manufactur-
ing. Previously, nearly
all product processed at
Salida had to be shipped
to Sacramento for stor-

age and shipment. The The state-of-the-art cold storage unit houses brown almonds awaiting
new facility eliminates costs associ- processing as well as finished product ready for shipment
ated with that extra handling.

Even the floors are more efficient.
Nelson explains that the floors are
seamless — one vast expanse of con-
crete without the usual expansion
joints. “We eliminated over a mile of
expansion joints, which reduces wear
and tear on our forklifts while also
making the facility more sanitary.”
Expansion joints and other seams or
cracks collect foreign material that
has to be removed to maintain a sani-

tary facility, he explains.
A unique feature of the acre and a half

of uninterrupted concrete is the finish - | e e _—
to its surface. Granite chips were trow- Why burn When you (an ShrEd?

eled into the cement to make the surface

has.‘der and more dljll‘:-lb]t), and more san- 425 hp. Hammer Mill Shredder
itary, than conventional concrete.

Self propelled rubber track, less than
More Winning Features: seven lbs. per sq.'m. on the ground

« Insul al w instes b b :
nselares el wall pasels lnseag Up to four inch diameter wood nine feet long

§& Garber Shredding Services

struction costs. ¥ 209-499-8513
* Quick-charge forklifts eliminate GARBER 209-522-3851

HREDDING SERVICES

of standard construction methods
provide efficient climate control

while saving a half million in con-

w

time-consuming battery remaoval
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Environmentally Safe
Shur-Crop Supra Helps to:
e Economically increase profit
e Enhance nutrient availability
e Improve water penetration
e [ncrease root depth
¢ Loosen compacted soil
e Lower the pH of alkali soil
® Reduce watering up to 25%
e Rejuvenate healthy new top soil

Independent Lab Tested

If you would like more information on
Shur-Crop Supra please contact:

James Tanioka
(209) 769-5627
Manufactured in California from Food
grade certified organic kelp by:

Lee Kender Inc. LKI@cncnet.com
PO Box 472, Oroville, CA 95965

for recharging. Now it’s just drive
up, plug in for a quick recharge and
get back to work.

e Redundant chillers reduce wear and
tear on the refrigeration equipment,
thus less maintenance and less
downtime for repairs.

e High-speed doors in the staging area
and cold-storage rooms increase
cooling efficiency by minimizing
loss of chilled air as forklifts exit
and re-enter the building.

e Controlled lighting with motion sen-
sors reduces electrical usage. Lights
switch on and turn off by zones
when the sensors detect activity or
the lack thereof.

e Exterior lighting is mounted on
poles away from the building to
keep insects away from entrances
and from the stored product.

e Hand-held scanners operating on
radio signals allow forklifc drivers
to manage inventory accurately and
much more efficiently, without the
usual paperwork. P

Potted or Bareroot
Durango’ should

be in your next
almond planting!

Durango Almond™— Harvests one week after Nonpareil +
Excellent bloom overlap with Nonpareil + High-quality California
Nut + Superior yield performance at the Chico Regional Variety Trial

A patent info available

Call today for

more information

(800) 675-6075

www.fowlernurseries.com + Newcastle, California

N v srr/Fs NG
FOOTHILL GROWN
SINCE 1972

Celebrating our 95" year of service!

ALMONDS + APRICOTS + ASIAN PEARS + CHERRIES * PEARS
NECTARINES: + CHESTNUTS + FRESH MARKET 'PEACHES

The New Schmeiser V-Blade Roller combines
all the advantages of a durable V-Blade with a
Rear Roller to provide groove-free smoothing
and reduced loose dirt at the row ends.
Contact Schmeiser

for complete details

or visit our

website.

T. G. SCHMEISER"® CO., INC.

P.O. Box 1047 - Fresno, CA 93714 - 559-268-8128 - 1-800-288-8128
FAX 559-268-3279 « www.tgschmeiser.com - email: sales@tgschmeiser.com
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e Security cameras inside and out-
side protect the product and
personnel from unwanted intru-
sion,

® The latest in personal sanitation
facilities ensures product cleanli-
ness and safety.

= Efficient traffic flow was designed
into the layout of buildings and
roadways, and reduces conges-
tion in the Salida plant receiving
area.

e A canopy-covered loading area
enables truckers to load their
rigs out of the weather.

The new cold storage/distribu-
tion center at Salida is another
step forward in Blue Diamond’s
aggressive program of continuous
improvement. The process began
five and a half years ago has seen
major improvements in efficiency
and product quality in both the
Sacramento and Salida plants.

And there’s more to come, says
Nelson. “We have begun work on
significant upgrades to the receiv-
ing yard at Salida. We're installing
three new truck scales and making
other changes that will cut the time
required for grower deliveries sub-
stantially. We are on schedule to
have it ready for the 2007 crop.”

Additionally, laser technology
upgrades are being made to the
main production lines to improve
operating efficiency. And new
packaging lines are being installed
in Sacramento to deliver new prod-
ucts recently developed by Blue
Diamond as part of our expanding
retail sales plans.

The design enhancements un-
derway are aimed at achieving our
facility vision statement for the Sal-
ida facility of: “Designing the most
highly effective brown almond
receiving, processing and distribu-
tion facility in the world.”
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YES YOU GAN'

* GOOSENECK or DRAG TRAILERS
FROM 5 TON to 12 TON G.V.W.

* 1/3 The Investment of a Truck  » Versatility
* Low Depreiation * Low Insurance Cost
* Low Maintenance * Low License Fees

The Company with a Following

A

i TRAILER IN[:

7 MILES SOUTH OF FRESND 0
1128 East South Avenue * Fowler, CA 93625 e (559) 834-5971

Tnd:l Qrarnp Land Co., Caruthérs. cA "

“We presently operate 20 Orchard-Rite” shakers.
The reliability and service we have experienced from
Orchard-Rite®equipment has been exceptional
year after year.”

PACIFIC DISTRIBUTING, Inc.

Your authorized Orchard Rite®Shaker dealer
www.orchard-rite.com

FRESNO HUGHSON CHICO
1816 S. Van Ness Ave, 5724 5. Whitmore 3185 Durham Dayton Hwy.
(559) 237-3222 (209) 883-4032 (530) 894-2755
Ken Stewart Jeff Fraser Greg Kriss
{659) 287-7862 (209) 613-9454 (530) 521-2164
ken@nutshaker.com jeff@nutshaker.com greg@nutshaker.com

Call for a Demo of the New CAT Powered Orchard-Rite Shakers
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